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MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT — WHEATBELT AND GREAT SOUTHERN VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.04 am]: Two weeks ago, I had the privilege 
of spending three days in the wheatbelt and the great southern region. As a farm boy from Wagin, it was great to 
be able to undertake a crop inspection or two along the way whilst inspecting the roadworks on freight routes 
undertaken as a part of the $118 million directed to tier 3 roads in regional areas. 

The purpose of my trip was to meet with local shires to understand the issues affecting their communities. I 
would like to thank my colleagues Hon Mia Davies, Hon Jim Chown and Hon Brian Ellis who joined me for a 
number of meetings along the way. During my visit I met with the Wheatbelt Railway Retention Alliance, Shire 
of Bruce Rock, Shire of Quairading, Shire of Beverley, Shire of Pingelly, Town of Narrogin, Shire of Narrogin, 
Shire of Woodanilling, Shire of West Arthur, Shire of Wagin, Shire of Williams, Shire of Dumbleyung, Shire of 
Lake Grace, Shire of Katanning, Great Southern Development Commission, Shire of Cranbrook, Albany Port 
Authority, City of Albany, Department of Transport and Albany Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Most of 
the shires raised the tier 3 rail network situation as a major concern. I explained the government’s position on 
tier 3 rail lines and shared complexities that some shires were not aware of. For example, in 2009, a Strategic 
Grain Network Review was undertaken by a committee formed of representatives from WAFarmers, Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd, local governments and the Pastoralists and Graziers Association. The committee’s 
recommendation was to close tier 3 rail lines. As a result of the committee’s recommendation, the state 
government’s allocation of $118 million was directed to regional roads in tier 3 areas. Brookfield Rail entering 
into a sub-lease agreement with grower-owned CBH is an outcome that would be welcomed by government. 

It is acknowledged that farming practices have changed dramatically over the past 30 years with the 
consolidation of farms, reduction in sheep numbers, increased cropping programs, larger farm machinery and 
trucks, and the introduction of liming to reduce acidity of the soil. It was exciting to see that there was optimism 
in the bush that I have not seen in decades. Discussions centred on the need for the agricultural sector to have a 
longer term view on where the industry is going and to plan better to break the reactive approach to roads and 
transport solutions. A number of shire members shared with me their vision for economic growth and the steps 
they are taking to achieve their set goals. I am a great believer in local content and local employment, and was 
encouraged to meet with shires that are proactively driving projects forward to increase productivity and local 
employment. 

A number of shires were experiencing some local road challenges. It was refreshing to see the level of 
enthusiasm from shires to find a resolution on issues facing the community and working alongside the state 
government. The Department of Transport, Main Roads Western Australia and the Public Transport Authority 
are committed to working with shires to increase local employment and achieve the best possible outcome for 
local communities. In discussions with the shires, I gave an undertaking, where possible, and if appropriate, that 
local content will be used. I would like to thank all the shires for welcoming me during my visit, and I look 
forward to visiting them again in the not too distant future. 
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